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Born on 27thAugust, 1943, Dr. Samarjit Pasayat, obtained his B.
Sc (Hons.), M.Sc (Applied Geology) and Ph. D degrees from the Indian
Institute of Technology, Kharagpur. He was awarded Ph. D. for his
thesis on ‘Structure and Metamorphism of Metasediments lying
between the Singhbhum shear zone and Dalma volcanics’. Dr. Pasayat
started his career in Geological Survey of India, at Pune in 1969 with
geological mapping of areas exposing the Sausar, Sakoli and
Dongargarh Groups in eastern Maharashtra. He identified geologically
significant Precambrian volcaniclastics for the first time within the
Dongargarh Group. He imparted training in structural geology in GSI
during 1971-73, carried out copper investigations in Pular-Parsori and
Malanjkhand, and geochemical sampling of Bhiwapur-Kolari areas
in the Central Region.  He led an expedition team to the Black Mountain
in central Bhutan resulting in the discovery of Gongkhola copper
deposit during his posting at GSI, Bhutan in 1975. In 1980 he
successfully carried out geological evaluation of aeromagnetic data
for Jharkhand state during his posting in Airborne Mineral Survey

and Exploration (AMSE) wing of GSI at Ranchi.  In 1984 he took up
investigation for graphite in the Eastern Ghats Belt and was
subsequently associated with chromite investigation in Sukinda belt.
Under his able guidance diamondiferous kimberlite pipes in Bahradih-
Payalikhand area were discovered in 1992. He was the Convenor of
IGCP-319 (Palaeogeography of Proterozoic),  Member Secretary of
CGPB Sub-Committee-I (Ferrous Group) and member of CGPB Sub-
Committee -12 (Precious and semiprecious Gemstones). He is one of
the founding members of the Institution of Geoscientists Odisha (IGO)
and remained its President from 2015 to 2017. IGO felicitated him as
an eminent geoscientist in 2021. Dr. Pasayat, a highly accomplished
geologist, has made significant contribution to the mineral discoveries
of both India and Bhutan. He was a perfect gentleman with a heart of
gold and a will of steel.

He left for heavenly abode on 1st December, 2023 after a brief
illness leaving behind his grieving sons Ranjit and Ranbir, their family
members and innumerable admirers and followers. .
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